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Abstract
This research task questions whether teaching related terms 
before and during a lesson is the best method, or only using 
these terms during the lesson. The participants for this 
research included students in two first grade classrooms 
within the same elementary school. Both classes were given 
the same pre and post assessments and unit lesson. The only 
outlying variable that altered the students’ educational 
outcomes for this topic was the word wall. The experimental 
group demonstrated heightened achievement and 
comprehension after using the word wall compared to the 
control group. 
Procedures
Class 1 and Class 2 received a pre-assessment containing 18 
questions based on the words used on the word wall. Then, 
for 6 weeks, class 1 received social studies vocabulary terms. 
This consisted of 3 new vocabulary words a week (Monday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday). Each day that a new word was 
added to the word wall, the teacher openly discussed 
terminology meanings and tried to relate it to the student’s 
lives. This took no longer then 15 minutes in its totality. 
Every day a new word was introduced, the teacher would 
briefly discuss the past two words that had just been covered. 
Then, Class 1 and Class 2 MT’s taught their lesson over 
Veterans’ day. Next, students was given a post-assessment, to 
quantify if learning the words and their respective meanings, 
benefited overall student comprehension of the lesson. The 
pre/post assessment contained 3 objectives from Bloom’s 
Taxonomy: Remember, Understand, and Apply. The 
students completed 6 matching: questions, 6 multiple 
choice questions and 6 illustration questions. 
Results
Research 
According to the data for the pre-assessment, the 
average score for class 2 was 61%. The average 
pre-assessment score for Class 1 students was 
56%. As you can see, class 2 scored higher 
initially than class 1 students, by 5 points, 
although both groups were below the criteria line 
(70%). However, according to the post-
assessment data, class 2 average score was a 70% 
and Class 1’s average score was 93%. Class 1 
scored 23 points higher than class 2 on the post-
assessment. Both classes showed growth from the 
pre-assessment to the post-assessment as a whole. 
However, class 1 had a significant increase in 
scores compared to class 2. 21 out of the 22 
students in class 1 scored 70% or higher 
meeting the criteria. 10 of those students received 
a perfect score. 9 of the 19 students within class 
2 scored 70% or higher, meeting the criteria. 
Unfortunately, 10 of the 19 students did not 
receive a passing score (70%).
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